24.09.09: Response to rise in care proceedings
The overwhelming 211% rise in care applications at Haringey may highlight the potential danger of using care proceedings as a reaction to the horrors of cases like Baby P. While some children undoubtedly need to be taken into care, the huge costs involved - especially in a time of spending cuts - could see resources shifting away from targeted interventions that might address the social problems present in these cases more effectively. 

The Backing the Future report from nef and Action for Children calculated that dual investment in targeted intervention and universal childcare could help to address up to £1.5 trillion of the nearly £4 trillion they predict will need to be spent on social problems in the UK in the next 20 years. The OECD has also indicated that the UK needs to invest more in younger, disadvantaged children to increase our effectiveness in tackling these issues.

The parents involved in care proceedings are usually extremely vulnerable: mental health problems, domestic violence, learning difficulties and substance misuse commonly figure in their histories. Family Action’s experience from projects like our Newpin befriending service – shown to halve the rate of major postnatal depression in new mothers -  shows that if these parents are identified in time and receive the right kind of support, then some of these individuals can work to overcome these factors and become safe and effective parents. 

