13.10.09: Response to Action for Children Survey showing rising neglect
We welcome Action for Children’s efforts to raise awareness of child neglect in the UK. Neglect is a form of child abuse that can be difficult to detect and which can have very serious long-term consequences for the children involved.

We note that increased reporting of neglect is taking place at a time of heightened sensitivity towards issues of child safeguarding and child protection. CAFCASS is presently involved in 20 per cent more care proceedings in the wake of the Baby P tragedy. 

If more cases of neglect are being picked up on and dealt with that is a very good thing. However it would be of great concern if all reports of neglect culminate in children being taken into care. Family Action’s experience is that home based family support can be effective in turning around the situation of families in crisis where there is concern for children. As the report points out, changing circumstances such as recession and redundancy are having an impact on the incidence of neglect. It is important that parents who are under pressure get the support they need, and that their support workers feel confident in providing that help

It is a major concern that a fifth of the professionals questioned for this survey said they had received no training to deal with the signs of neglect, and this is something that must be addressed. Even more effective – as Action for Children have pointed out - will be to channel resources into preventative early intervention work which supports safe, effective parenting from birth, helping to avoid complex problems later on.

