19.01.10: Response to Centre for Social Justice paper on the family  

Both the Conservatives and Labour are right that strong families are crucial to good outcomes for children – but the way to achieve these is not to focus on marital status. So far neither party has been bold enough to promise the investment in services or financial inclusion which would make the real difference to those at the bottom of the ladder in our credit crunch times. Rather then scrutinising the hypothetical structure of families let’s see a real improvement in the circumstances of those who most need support. 
In particular more investment is needed in home-based family support services which can help parents disadvantaged by poor mental health, domestic violence, lack of social networks and parenting confidence, and exclusion from mainstream banking and the internet. We all know there’s less money in the pot right now, but targeted, flexible family support is needed if we want both to help strengthen families and address entrenched poverty and social exclusion.

This investment needs to be made at the earliest opportunity, when children are very young, and tied in with the role of health visitors and community midwives in identifying those families with particular needs. Those needs must then be addressed through the right kind of support. Family Action provides home- and centre-based support across England and regularly sees real, meaningful improvements in people’s lives as a result of this work. Early intervention is the building block for safer and happier futures, and investment now will be savings in the long run.
