09.12.09: Response to Pre-Budget Report 
Responding to Alistair Darling’s pre-budget report on Wednesday, Helen Dent, CEO of Family Action, said:

“While Family Action welcomes the extension of free school meals and the increase in child and disability benefits announced in today’s pre-budget report, these measures are small gestures towards the elimination of poverty compared to what could be achieved by, for example, making more money available to poor families through Social Fund grants and loans.

“We would also have liked to see some reassurance on the future of Sure Start and associated early intervention services for poor families, given that ending poverty is not only about the availability of funds, but also about community access to resources, and support. At a time when the child poverty bill going through Parliament places new child poverty duties on local authorities we would like to see the government giving a guarantee of continued investment in this crucial resource for families. To lose sight of it now would be to incur greater costs – both economic and social – in the long run.”

