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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE







Single parents face being shut-out of further education, new study from Family Action warns
Many lower-income single parents who want to pursue further and higher education will be prevented from taking up courses this autumn or will be at risk of dropping out, warns Family Action.  Single parent households comprise 18 per cent of poor families in the UK and are targeted by forthcoming welfare reform this October as the coalition seeks to “get people into work”
. 
A study of applications to the charity’s Barclaycard Horizons Your Education fund reveals poorer single parents’ ambitions to qualify for better-paid jobs and improve their children’s life chances are jeopardised because:
· They cannot afford childcare to cover some hours of college attendance

· Their lack of savings mean they have no money to pay upfront costs like course fees

· Extra costs like travel and equipment such as a computer for course work, or distance-learning, are beyond their reach 

· Many courses are not recognised by government funding criteria, including some part-time courses which could enable parents to combine study and parenting flexibly are also not recognised for funding purposes where college attendance is for less than 12 hours a week

Helen Dent, CBE Chief Executive of Family Action, said:

“Welfare reform is prioritising getting single parents of younger children into work from this autumn, yet many low-income single parents with ambitions to find decent jobs face significant barriers to their education and training. Unless the Government leads on tackling these barriers, lower-income single parents will be frustrated in their ability to obtain employment that would lift their families off benefits.”

“It is a shame that when parents have taken an imaginative approach to finding a place in the labour market by studying for a more unusual profession or overcoming barriers to study by distance learning, that there is no public funding to support their initiative.”

Andrea Hughes, Senior Community manager at Barclaycard, said:
“The findings of Horizons Your Education demonstrate lower income single parents do face significant barriers to pursuing education but that if the right assistance is available these can be overcome.” 

“Barclaycard Horizons is helping many more parents achieve their aspirations through the partnership between ourselves, Family Action, Gingerbread and CAB. However, the Government also needs to take action to help many of these families to build a brighter future.” 

Since Barclaycard Horizons started more than 500 parents have been helped to overcome these barriers and pursue further education and training by obtaining £551,000 in grants between them, with individual grants averaging more than £1,000. Around 833 children now have brighter futures because their parents are accessing further and higher education. 

Help towards the costs of education and training for lone parents is just one aspect of the Barclaycard Horizons Programme. The programme can also offer money advice through Citizens Advice Bureau and help with getting back to work through Gingerbread. Both of these services are free of charge. For more details visit www.yourhorizons.com
Ends
For more information, interviews, case studies and images, please contact Anthony McCaul, Senior Media and Campaigns Officer at Family Action on 020 7241 7632/0781 309 2040 or email anthony.mccaul@family-action.org.uk 
About the research

To receive the study please contact Rhian Beynon Head of Policy and Campaigns at Family Action. The study looked at the cases of 88 lone parents who applied to Horizons Your Education.  Our sample covers the beginning of the academic year in September 2009, finishing in the post-Christmas period in January 2010. We decided to choose a sample of all successful applicants from each grant meeting in this five month period, which covered eight meetings. To get the largest workable sample with an equal number of applications extracted from each meeting, we elected to take eleven from each meeting - totalling 88

About Family Action

Family Action has been a leading provider of services to disadvantaged and socially isolated families since its foundation in 1869. We work with over 45,000 families and children a year by providing practical, emotional and financial support through over 100 services based in communities across England. A further 60,000 people benefit from our educational grants and information service. We tackle some of the most complex and difficult issues facing families today – including domestic abuse, mental health problems, learning disabilities and severe financial hardship.
About Barclaycard Horizons

Horizons is part of Barclaycard’s commitment to being a responsible lender.

In the UK lone parents and their children are at the greatest risk of poverty and Barclaycard was therefore instrumental in setting up the Horizons programme to support disadvantaged lone parents in making the transition out of debt and poverty. 

Utilising the skills and experience of three partners – Citizens Advice, Family Action and Gingerbread - Horizons seeks to improve the skills and confidence of lone parents, making them more able to manage their finances, improve their job prospects and support their children.
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� Single people with children account for 18 per cent of the UK’s poor households http://www.cpag.org.uk/povertyfacts/. Since October 2009, lone parents whose youngest child is 10 or over are no longer able to make a new or repeat claim for Income Support as a lone parent but must apply for Jobseeker's Allowance and be actively seeking employment. From October 2010 this will apply to lone parents whose youngest child is 7.
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