07.10.09: Response to Conservative Party announcements on family policy 

Family Action is pleased to see the Conservatives putting family centre stage, and welcomes the Party’s commitment to protecting the most vulnerable families by keeping the existing child welfare benefit reforms and recognising the value of Sure Start and early intervention.
 

However Sure Start won't work for the most disadvantaged families if the party in Government doesn't put resources into the home-based support that is needed in order for such families to make use of local services. Family Action workers often spend considerable amounts of time helping parents gain confidence and structure in their lives before they can attend centres regularly with their children.

 

We also welcome the increased role for health visitors in early intervention with vulnerable families, but fear this is untenable without a major drive to recruit and train them, and extend their roles. Our services already work closely with health visitors, so we know that health visitors often refer families to Family Action services for certain kinds of support rather than providing it themselves. Additionally many of the deprived areas where health visitors are needed already suffer problems recruiting and retaining them. It is important to recognise that the value of the multi-agency approach and the kinds of specialist, targeted support it can provide may not be easily replicated if these kinds of services are sacrificed.
 

